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undergone a cleanup and there is plenty of room to build 
an operating railroad there. It’s now time to make a 
decision on going forward with this idea.

Karl will be meeting soon with Choo-Choo 
management in an attempt to get several items moving 
with the Choo-Choo layout as well promotion of the 
layout. Right now, virtually no promotion occurs. Layout 
deferred maintenance has taken its toll. Power supplies 
have reached their end of life, locos are worn out, track 
need replacing and on and on. Th e current maintenance 
funding level falls far short of what is needed to keep that 
layout in good operating condition. We hope Karl has a 
successful meeting.

OK, one more winter scene from this past season!!!
Courtesy www.trainorders.com   

President’s Report - Karl Shaff er

Th e Subject Is Trains, But Th e Object Is Fellowship

Th e loss of fellow member J. R. Buttrum has forced me, once again, to contemplate the purposes and reasons 
for the existence of our club. Th e more obvious and stated purpose is, of course, the promotion of the hobby – 
providing a forum for learning, operating, and enjoying things associated with the subject of trains. Th at alone, 
however, is somewhat sterile, as the real reason most people join a club is to enjoy the fellowship of other 
club members. Th e subject of trains provides a common interest to begin a conversation, but, eventually, that 
conversation grows beyond trains to family, job, and the world. Ultimately, the caring grows beyond the layout 
into lasting friendships.

And, that is where J.R. and I were heading when, suddenly, he was gone. Like so many others, his railroad 
was still in the dream stage, thinking about what he would build, once he retired. We talked about his dream 
railroad and my dream railroad. Neither railroad became a reality, but that isn’t important. What is important is 
that J.R. and I made a connection that never would have been possible without the club. 

So, the social aspect of our club is an important component of its success. But, beyond the member to 
member interaction, this club is a family aff air. Rather than isolating the model railroader from his family, it 
provides events for the whole family to enjoy together. 
Like our joint picnic of June 7 with CSME up at the 
Eagle Point Railroad on Fredonia Mountain, everyone 
in the family is invited to come ride the trains and eat. 
So, come out and enjoy a great time together – the 
object of our existence. 

We have lots of other activities for the family to 
get involved in this summer, too, starting with Jerry 
Holmes’ layout tour on May 17, (members must be at 
least age 14), Matthew Young’s layout tour on July 13, 
Jim Bailiff ’s layout tour in August (date not set yet), 
David Holsinger’s layout tour on September 14, our 
Module Group displays at Crossville on June 21, at 
Dalton on June 28, at Stone Mountain on July 26, and 
at the Hamilton County Fair on September 27, and 
our cruise on the Betsye on August 16 (members must 
be at least age 21). Don’t miss these fun family events!

Railfanning, Deshler, OH style. Where’s the beef?
Courtesy www.trainorders.com   
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Module News - Scott Denson, Module Coordinator

For all of the club members (whether with or without modules), here is the latest news of the upcoming 
events for June (and yes, that is plural):

June 20 & 21 we will be going to Crossville for Depot Days (or this may now be called Frontier Days). 
As usual, we will begin setting up on Friday (the 20th) at noon CST. Mike Ferry asked that we should plan on 
having everything up and running for the public that evening. If we have enough people to operate the modules, 
we are planning a couple of side trips. One is to visit Crossville Model Railroad Club’s layouts in the outlet mall. 
Th e other is (hopefully) to make a shopping run to Hobo’s Hobbies. Again, take-down and load-up will be 
on Saturday evening. As of this time, this is a tentative schedule for this show; however, Mike said that he still 
hasn’t heard from the organizers.

Th e second event is a new event in Dalton for the following weekend, the 27th through the 29th. Th is will 
be at a local church fellowship hall, and from what I understand will be part of a family festival. Set-up will be 
on Friday afternoon or night at our choice. And as of now, it looks like we can run trains on Sunday afternoon, 
after the church service is over. Th e times for this are not set, but it looks like we may have enough room to not 
only have our modules, but some other layouts (or modules) as well. I will try to get some dimensions, soon to 
determine what we can setup.

With the addition of the show in Dalton, this might be a great excuse for us to get some new modules built 
so that we can really expand our size. Now, if we can only get our modular coordinator to set up a date for a 
modular work session.

Keep in mind our other upcoming shows are at Smoke Rise in Stone Mountain, GA, July 25-27 and the 
Hamilton County Fair, September 26-28. As of now, I don’t any details about these shows, but I will need to 
know who will need parking passes for the Hamilton County Fair for Saturday and/or Sunday. Also, if you think 
that you might want to camp out with us that weekend, let me know, so that I can put our names in the pot with 
fair organizers and we can hopefully get the campsites reserved.

Left - Another view at Deshler, OH from the 
railfan location area on land donated to the 
city by CSX.

Right - The diamond at Fostoria, OH. CSX 
double track mains are on the left, NS double 
track mains are on the right. On average, 
more than 160 trains pass this location daily.
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CAMRC Events for May and June
Always check www.camrc.org for last minute changes or additions and upcoming activity dates beyond June.

Saturday, May 3, 1 pm - Run Day - for Junior Members and Associate Members age 18 and under.

Saturday, May 4, 1 pm - Regular Meeting and Clinic

Saturday, May 10, 10 am - A trip to the Dixie Model Railroad Club in Nashville.
 We will leave the Choo-Choo at 10:00 AM SHARP!
 If you are interested, contact Ed Juaire at anemrr@ejpj.com for details. Junior Members and their sponsors 

are invited. Car pooling is encouraged.
 Th e club’s mainline is over 350 feet long. Visit their web site at www.pbase.com/dixiemodelrailroadclub.

Friday, May 16, 6 pm - Run Night for Active and Associate Members - No refreshments.
Saturday, May 17, 1 to 5am - Jerry Holme’s home layout tour (ages 14 and up).
Saturday, May 17, 1 pm - Run Day - for Junior Members and Associate Members age 18 and under.

Sunday, May 18, 2 pm - CAMRC Board Meeting

Saturday, June 7, 11 to 5 pm EDT (10 to 4 CDT), - CAMRC Picnic at Eagle Point Railroad, Dunlap, TN

NOTIFY KARL IF YOU ARE GOING.

It takes approximately 1-½ hours to get there from Chattanooga, 
so start early. From Chattanooga, take Route 27 North to Route 
111 North to Route 127 South. From Route 111, go approximately 
.71 miles on Route 127 South to a right turn onto Fredonia 
(Mountain) road (just past the rescue squad on the right). Follow 
Fredonia (Mountain) road approximately 5.2 miles past a cemetery 
on the right and turn left onto John H. Lewis road (there is a sign 
with a fi re truck on the right). If you pass a fi re house on the right, 
you missed the turn!

Follow John H. Lewis to the “Y” and bear right (follow the road 
with the (dull) yellow line), continue following road with yellow 
line until you see the gravel parking lot and railroad on your left. 
From Fredonia Mountain road , this is approximately 5.5 miles. Th e 
yellow line ends before reaching the EPRR and the road goes into a 
steep downgrade near the end, so be careful. Park in the gravel lot.

Bring drinking water, Family Radio System transceivers (if you have 
them), bug spray and weather-appropriate old clothing. Th e steam 
engines throw some soot, so if you ride behind one of them, you 
may get a little sooty. Control your young children and please do 
not walk on track or track turnouts. 

Meat, bread, drinks, plates and eating utensils will be provided by 
the club, but bring a dish to share like salad or dessert.

Friday to Saturday, June 20 - 21, - CAMRC Modules at Crossville Fair. Setup on June 15, 1 pm EDT (12 
noon CDT) approximately, in the old Crossville train depot. Take-down will start at 5 pm CDT. For further 
information, call Scott Denson, our Module Group Coordinator. All members are welcome to join us on 
Module Group outings and we appreciate any help we can get for set-up and take-down. If you have an 
interest in building some modules of your own, again, contact Scott. Specifi cations for HO modules are on 
the CAMRC website.

Friday, June 20, 6 pm - Run Night for Active and Associate Members

Saturday, June 21, 1 pm - Run Day - for Junior Members and Associate Members age 18 and under.

Friday to Sunday, June 27 to 29  - CAMRC Modules in Dalton (details on the web site or contact Scott).

CLUBCLUB
PICNICPICNIC

http://www.camrc.org
mailto:anemrr@ejpj.com
http://www.pbase.com/dixiemodelrailroadclub
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Banquet 2008
 photos by Dale
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Chattanooga Area Model Railroad 
Club Offi  cers and Board Members

President
Karl Shaff er (423) 344-7505
 shaff erkr@aol.com

Vice President
Jude Foxall (423) 847-0711
 jfoxall@comcast.net

Treasurer/Newsletter
Ed Juaire (706) 935-5605
 anemrr@ejpj.com

Secretary
Matthew Young (706) 861-1120
 spoonofmayo@aol.com

Directors - 2009
Ben Bedford (423) 490-0241
 ben098570@comcast.net

Larry Jones (706) 891-9033
 shzephyr@bellsouth.net

Directors - 2010
Bob Clark (423) 653-9019
 rcc01@yahoo.com

Hal Crossland (423) 344-0697
 hcrossland39@comcast.net

 - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Web Site
Dale Bryant (423) 991-5243
 Livewire@fbright.com

CAMRC CALENDAR at a Glance
--- Reserve these dates!

May
3 - Saturday - Run Day, 1:00
4 - Sunday - General Meeting, 2:00
10 - Saturday - Dixie Club visit - Nashville
16 - Friday - Run Night for Active and Associate Members
17 - Saturday - 1 to 5 PM - layout tour (ages 14 and up).
18 - Sunday - Board Meeting, 2:00
22-25 - Th ursday to Sunday - SER Convention in Ashville, NC

June
7- Saturday - Club Picnic - Eagle Point Railroad, 11:00 EDT
20-21 - Friday & Saturday - Crossville Depot Days
20 - Friday - Run Night for Active and Associate Members
21 - Saturday - Run Day, 1:00
22 - Sunday - Board Meeting (tentative), 2:00

 27-29 - Friday to Sunday - Modules in Dalton

Other dates of interest
May 22 - 25, 2008

Lake Junaluska, NC SER Convention
Th e division web site is www.landofskydiv.org
Registration form: www.ser-nmra.org/pdf/2008registration.pdf

July 13 - 19, 2008
2008 NMRA Convention, Anaheim Special - www.nmra.org/2008

Above and Right - Trap Rock 
Transportations SD38’s Birds-
boro, PA. 

Left - Are you confused? Did 
someone forgot to set the sig-
nal on to stop.

Three photos courtesy www.trainorders.com
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