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CAMRC Annual Banquet and Elections
March 15 at 6:00 PM is the date and time for the CAMRC Banquet and Elections  

to be held at the Choo-Choo. Th e meal will be served fi rst and then onto the meeting 
with the elections followed by a guest speaker. Th e meal will consist of either beef or 
pork, potato, veggie and dessert.

Th e slate of active members running for the offi  cers and board positions are: 
President - Karl Shaff er
Vice-President - Jude Foxall
Treasurer - Ed Juaire
Secretary - 

Scott Den Denson
Matthew Young

Directors to 2010
Bob Clark (incumbent)
Hal Crossland (incumbent)
Dale Bryant 

Voting for the positions of Secretary and Director 2010 will be by paper ballot. 
With the recently approved bylaws, only life and active members are eligible to vote.

If you are going to the banquet, you must register in advance. Ed Juaire will be the 
contact person. His phone and e-mail address are on the page 7. Each member is 
allowed one quest. When you contact Ed, you must include the quest name and the 
meal choice for each. Th e deadline for registering is March 8 - no exceptions. If you do 
not register by March 8, you can attend the meeting but there will be no food - again 
no exceptions.

Brian’s Hobbyland
One of CAMRC prospective members is Brian Wilson, owner of 

Brian’s Hobbyland. Recently when two members visited his store, they 
were discussing the need for cork roadbed at the 
Choo-Choo for the areas where there is new and 
re-worked roadbed. Without hesitation, Brian 
donated a full box of the cork to the layout.

Brian is also making available to club 
members a 10% discount. Th is discount is on top 
of any discount already marked on the merchandise. If you need 
something special ordered, he will do his best to get it for you.

So when you get a change, stop by and visit with Brian. Th e 
store is located at 6431 Bonny Oaks Drive, Chattanooga. It 
is located in the entrance to the Aqua Terra Property Service 

building. Brian also owns this company. Th e 
phone is 423-296-0124 and the store is open 
Monday through Saturday - 9 to 6 pm.  Look 
for a half yellow sign (like a sunset) which says 
Aqua Terra.

http://www.nmra.org/2008
http://www.camrc.org
http://www.nmra.org
http://ser-nmra.org
http://www.as2008.org/
http://greatesthobby.com
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The B & O 175th Anniversary
Caboose seen at work.

Doesn’t seeing this just make 
you wish there was a lot of the 
white stuff (SNOW) around here?

RIGHT!

From the Editor - Ed Juaire
Work on the Choo-Choo layout is progressing although rather slowly. 

One passing siding on the C of G is functional when running DCC, 
additional turnouts have been added and should be operational soon, 
adding an additional siding on the C of G and allowing interlockings 
between the Southern A and B and the C of G. Th ereafter, the L & N loop 
will be brought into the fold.

At a recent track meeting, it was determined that the route of the 
L & N and the Southern A will be altered. Th is will allow for exiting 
the Citigo yard without the need of a crossover thru the L & N which is 
impractical for continuous running.

Bob Clark has started making alterations near the center of the layout 
which will allow us to walk into the layout when completed. Th ere will be 
other track modifi cation which for now will allow narrow duck unders of 
18 inches or less then later be changed to bridge lifts.

Hal Crossfi eld has been busy with installation of wiring and relays to 
automate between analog and DCC.

Larry Jones has been installing a new main track behind the steel plant. 
Th is section will be elevated adding a bit of life to the area. Another new 
track section will be added in front of the steel mill area which will become 
a main. Th is will allow for the two exiting tracks to be used for passing 
sidings and a switch lead into the steel mill.

So as you can tell, things are underway to make the layout more 
enjoyable and easier to access.

But the progress is extremely slow. Others that have been helping 
include Jude Foxall, Joe Stapelton, Ben Bedford, Rob Wildhage, and 
John Lumpkin. We need all the help we can get. Of particular need is any 
member who can do soldering and maneuver under the layout. Some of us 
have a real problem working down under and there are a lot of drops that 

need to be tied into the new bus wiring.
On January 26, CAMRC hosted a visit by the Birmingham Wrecking 

Crew club members. We had a luncheon and then spent a few hours at the Choo-Choo. Th e poor wiring on the 
Southern B reared it’s ugly head when some model railroaders attempted to run 4 MUs but the voltage drop 
on the line would not allow the locos to run. Other than that, they had a good time and want to come back, 
especially when we have the new access area into the layout.

Did I mention we need to redo the wiring!!!

Nobody was on the rail train... it was a runaway. The other crew had already gotten off their train before the impact.

All photos on this page courtesy www.trainorders.com   

http://www.trainorders.com
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President’s Message - Karl Shaff er
Model railroading can be a very humbling experience. I watch in awe as scenery masters such as Charles 

Dubois and Joe Stapleton work their magic on the Choo-Choo museum layout. For some reason, it just doesn’t 
look half as good when I try it. Tim Walker makes the most beautiful trees but I can’t even come close. Th en, 
when it comes to scratch building, detailing, and weathering, Mike Justice is a wizard. No way could I even get 
close to his results. Bob Swanner is the mechanical genius who builds super-powered steam engines. Next to his 
masterpieces, my contraptions are a Rube-Goldberg nightmare.

For example, I tried to fi x the incline railway on the side of Lookout Mountain. Th e real incline railway has two 
cars on cables, which counter-balance each other, one going up the mountain while the other descends. Th e double-
fl anged wheels on the outside rail guide each car from the single track at the top, through the passing siding in the 
middle, and on to its berth at the bottom of the incline. Th e wheels on the opposite rail are basically rollers with no 
fl anges. Th e model is much steeper than the prototype, so gravity is insuffi  cient to hold the cars on the track.

I replaced the track with HO track and mounted a steel bar up the middle. Magnets placed on the underside 
of the cars were to hold the cars on the track. Well, the cars were narrow gauge, so the roller ended up riding on 
the steel bar between the rails, rather than the other rail. Th e steel bars had to be pieced through the “Y” track, 
but could not be made smooth enough to keep the cars from hanging up there. Also, because of the “Y” track 
and the humped and contorted roadbed, the cable was not always in line with the track, therefore pulling the 
cars off  the track. An additional insult came when the cable drive mechanism that I had so carefully restored 
failed. So, I took my humility shot for the day and went home.

I ordered some narrow gauge track and a gear motor, and found a straight 1” by 3” board. I straightened 
some steel strapping bands, mounted two of them in parallel on the board with screws, then glued the narrow 
gauge track over them with liquid nails. Th e gear-motor was mounted at the lower end of the railway with a 
plastic pulley wheel force-fi t over the motor shaft. Metal idlers were mounted at the top end. Bare wire would be 
used for the cable and to carry power to the lights in the cars.

So, now with straight, smooth tracks and cables centered over the tracks, the magnets held the cars on 
the track, but the extra drag due to the magnets caused the wire to slip on the drive pulley. Also, when I had 
enlarged the hole on the pulley to fi t onto the motor shaft, I didn’t get it exactly centered, so tension on the wire 
varied. More humility!

I replaced the wire on the drive pulley with insulated wire and added a short spring. It worked better, but the 
wire kept stretching and slipping and I couldn’t power the lights. So, I put power on the rails and added wipers 
on the car axles. I also coated the plastic pulley with rubber cement to increase traction and tightened the cable. 
Hope it works, as I am getting tired of the fl avor of humble pie! 

Th ere were some things that went well, however. Th e control circuit worked perfectly and the limit switches 
didn’t knock the cars off  the track. Also, the car lights work. Which all goes to demonstrate that even though 
there are many aspects of this hobby one may not be particularly good at, there are niches where one might 
excel. And that is the peculiar power of a club, where we can pool our talents to produce something great, like 
what you can see happening on our Museum project.

What I need are members who are willing to pick an industry peculiar to Chattanooga, to get pictures of the 
building site, signs, etc, to fi nd an appropriate kit to kit bash or scratch-build a representational (not exact) model 
including signs to put on the layout, to make freight car loads of the products, and to make a sign with company 
logos, short history, products and/or manufacturing process to mount on the wall of the layout near the model. 

Or, you could do a local civic structure. It will be a signifi cant undertaking, but very worthwhile -- highly 
educational, and highly visible with credits to the builder on the sign.

I have a notebook with clippings from the newspaper on many local industries and civic structures that 
you can choose from, or you can pick something you are more familiar with. We also have many members who 
would be willing to coach you and help you through any aspect of the project that you may fi nd too challenging. 
Th e only way to learn is to do, and the more you do, the better you’ll get. And, that is what model railroading is 
really all about!
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Karl Shaff er took a big interest in things that run on rails at four years old when 
his Dad got him a wind-up train. He learned basics of electricity at about the same 
time growing up on O-gauge and electronics. Karl likes to use electronics to light and 
animate both trains and scenery. He has lived in eight great states: OH, PA, WA, IL, NJ, 
NH, FL and TN (7 years).

Karl, the current club President, has spent almost 7 years working on the Choo-
Choo layout just fi xing basics and says, “Now, we are fi nally at the point where we 
can add some real gee-whiz features.” “I really enjoy the friendship of the members of 
CAMRC and working together to create a great club and a unique work of art at the 
Model Railroad Museum.”

Meet the Candidates
So that you may become more familiar with these members volunteering to be Board members, here is a brief 

background on each. Matt Young’s computer was inoperative so we do not have his photo and the write-up is 
that of the editor from a brief conversation with Matt.

Scott Denson is the club’s current vice-president and modular chairman. Scott is 
married and they have a daughter. He is a Lieutenant and E. M. T. with the Whitfi eld 
County Fire Department and on his days off , a substitute teacher for the Whitfi eld 
County Schools.

Scott’s interest in model railroading began in the early 1960’s. “I was given a train 
set one Christmas and that really got me sparked my interest in model railroading.”

While I don’t consider myself a “great” modeler, I think that I am a decent modeler.  
Since my home layout consists entirely of modules, I restrict myself mainly to plastic 
models that I weather and do a little “kit-bashing” on the kits.  I try to stay away from 
items that are fragile and are easily broken since the modules do travel.

Jude Foxall was born in western Pennsylvania and attended Beaver Falls schools, 
Geneva College and the University of Pittsburgh. Jude served in the Air Force from 
1954 to 1958 as an atomic weapons specialist. He is married to Ingrid and her mantra is 
“Pray for me - my husband collects trains.”

Jude’s fi rst train set came in 1938, a Lionel set and he remain with Lionel until 1961. 
He got back into the hobby in ‘75 in HO scale with his son.  Jude joined CAMRC in 
’77, was on the Board of Directors during 1979 to 81. He converted to On3 in 1980 
then onto On30 in 1999.

Jude rejoined CAMRC in 2003, is the present club Treasurer and says “Pray for me!”

Bob Clark is a national and international award-winning modeler. He has built two 
large home layouts for friends and built innumerable modules for Th e Portland (Maine) 
Terminal Modular Model Railroad Club. He has rebuilt and maintained a display 
layout for Th e Children’s Museum of Maine. He is a founding member of Th e V & O 
Historical Society and Th e 1/87th Scale Vehicle Club.

Bob is currently employed by UNUM as a Service Associate. He is single and has 
plenty of free time to devote to CAMRC activities. Bob is currently shopping for a 
basement with a house over it in the Chattanooga area.

Bob was appointed to the Board of Directors late last year to fi ll a vacancy.
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Ed Juaire has been involved with model railroading since 1946 when he received a 
Lionel “Tin Plate” set from his mom and dad. Th at set was followed a few years later 
with another set and each year, at his birthday and Christmas, he received something for 
the layout. He had an “uncle” who was a dispatcher for the New York, New Haven and 
Hartford railroad in Providence, RI so he would frequently visit the dispatch tower site, 
learning the entire operation through the Providence terminal area.

Ed was a radio broadcast engineer for more than 34 years then when the company 
he was working for as Vice-President of Engineering was sold, he was “phased out.” Ed 
then began his own company specializing in computer services. He is now semi-retired, 
still serving the town he and his wife Pat moved from about 2 years ago as their IT 

manager and he also programs digital automation systems for two radio stations.
Since moving to Ringgold, Ed joined the CAMRC almost immediately, handles the publishing of the club 

newsletter, recently taking on the membership chairman’s duties and frequently works on the layout.
But don’t ask Ed to work any Th ursday nights. Every week he dispatches a friend’s layout in Rhode Island 

from his home and he says “Visitors are welcome any Th ursday night.”

Hal Crossland was given a Marx train set from “Santa” in 1948 which began his 
interest in model railroading. At 12, he moved onto Lionel and during high school, 
helped several friends to set up layouts.

In 1961, Hal went to work for General Instrument Corp working with electronic 
testing equipment and then served in the USAF from 1964 to 1968 working on 
computer control systems. After discharge, he worked on the U. S. Navy FBM missile 
program involving targeting, fi re control and simulation testing. During this time 
he built an HO gauge layout in his garage at my house. He continued to work with 
electronics for the Tennessee National Guard designing and installing communication 

systems world wide for military installations retiring in 2003. 
Hal originally joined the CAMRC in 1977, was a member for 3 years and rejoined the club in 2006, 

serving on the Board since May 2007, and as Track Chairman, heading up the DCC installation, reworking the 
track plan to allow real railroad operations. Hal works 8 to 10 hours per week on the layout plus time at home 
designing and building the control system to allow automatic switching for running the layout on analog DC 
and DCC for club operating sessions.

Dale Bryant fi nds it tuff  to write about himself.
“I have been in the club since October 1991 and have spent many hours working 

at the Choo-Choo and on the modules. I ran the bus lines at the Choo-Choo for the 
Southern A, Short line, and Logging Line back in the late 90s. 

“I am not as active at the Choo-Choo as I use to be as my back will no longer let me. 
I still go with the module three times per year to the diff erent events. I served as Board 
member, Vice-President, and then President for a number of years each.

“I still go to most board meeting even though I am not currently a board member. I 
currently serve as Web Master for the club’s web site.”

Matt Young joined the CAMRC early in 2007 and has been a frequent attendee at club meetings. He was 
introduced to model trains when he was seven by his grandfather who had a Lionel layout which included a 
pond with real water and goldfi sh. Matt inherited the layout about three years ago and it really sparked his 
interest in model railroading. 

Matt was the clinician at September 2007 general meeting at which he discussed and demonstrated “Mold 
Making and Casting Techniques.” He has a great talent and will be making molds and castings for use on the 
Choo-Choo layout and then making molds and castings available for the club to sell.
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CAMRC Events for March and April
Always check www.camrc.org for updates and any changes!

Saturday, March 1, 1 pm - Run Day at the Choo-Choo for Junior Members - Both DCC and analog tracks 
available to run your trains. Come join the fun! Active members are invited to help teach the juniors.

Sunday, March 9, 2 pm - CAMRC Regular Meeting and “Show and Tell” at the Clubhouse - More 
discussion on the future direction and plans of the club. Your input and ideas on how to keep the interest in the 
club high and exciting is important. Additional information on reworking the Choo-Choo layout to make it 
more accessible for operations and maintenance will be briefl y discussed.

Members are ask to bring an item they modeled to share ideas and techniques for Show and Tell.

Friday, March 14, 6 pm - Run Night at the Choo-Choo for Active and Associate Members - No 
refreshments will be available but come join the fun! Analog and DCC will be operational.

Saturday, March 15, 6 pm - CAMRC Annual Banquet and Election at the Choo-Choo. See page 1.

Sunday, March 30, 2 pm - CAMRC Board Meeting - check the web site for the meeting location.

Saturday, April 5, 1 pm - Run Day at the Choo-Choo for Junior Members

Sunday, April 13, 2 pm - CAMRC Regular Meeting and Clinic - Check www.camrc.org for meeting 
location. Making turnouts will be the featured clinic.

Friday, April 18, 6 pm - Run Night at the Choo-Choo - Both DCC and analog tracks are available. DCC 
programming is available also.

Saturday, April 19, 1 pm - Run Day at the Choo-Choo for Junior Members

A New Run Day for Our Junior Members
Several of our Junior Member asked if they could go to the Choo-Choo on Saturdays. Th is appears to be a 

better time for them so at the recent Board meeting, it was discussed and the outcome was “Let’s try it.”
Beginning with March 1, at 1:00 pm, the Junior Members can go with their sponsor and enjoy running 

on the layout for three hours. Due to date confl icts in March, this will be the only Saturday but beginning in 
April, Run Day will be the fi rst (April 5) and third (April 19) Saturdays of the month. If there is a club function  
scheduled on a Run Day, then that session will be cancelled for that particular month. 

To help this along and encourage our Junior Members, we need Active Member volunteers to oversee a 
Saturday on an occasional basis. If you can give up a Saturday afternoon once in a while, contact Karl so that a 
revolving schedule can be established and he will give you more information.

Here’s of the new buildings built by Klaus 
Peucker. There also a gas station which you 
have to see since a photo will not do it justice.

Joe Stapleton is working on the base for 
installation on the layout.

A new passing track is under construction 
on the Central of Georgia. This will give this 
line two passing tracks for more realistic 
operation. Hal Crossland has been working 
on this installation. 

http://www.camrc.org
http://www.camrc.org
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Chattanooga Area Model Railroad 
Club Offi  cers and Board Members

President
Karl Shaff er (423) 344-7505
 shaff erkr@aol.com

Vice President
Scott Denson (706) 270-3819
 scott.denson@camrc.org

Treasurer
Jude Foxall (423) 847-0711
 jfoxall@comcast.net

Secretary
John Ramatowski (423) 629-7772
 johneram@yahoo.com

Directors - 2008
Bob Clark (423) 653-9019
 rcc01@yahoo.com

Hal Crossland (423) 344-0697
 hcrossland39@comcast.net

Directors - 2009
Ben Bedford (423) 490-0241
 ben098570@comcast.net

Larry Jones (706) 891-9033
 shzephyr@bellsouth.net

Membership/Newsletter
Ed Juaire (706) 935-5605
 CSNews@camrc.org

Web Site
Dale Bryant (423) 991-5243
 Livewire@fbright.com

“Railroading is Fun”  is our motto  
so if you have suggestions about club 
activities that you think we would all 
enjoy, please let us know.

Any questions about the club, 
please feel free to contact any of 
these gentlemen.

CAMRC FUTURE CALENDAR
 --- Reserve these dates!

May
3 - Saturday, 1:00 pm - Run Day for Junior Members
4 - Sunday, 2:00 pm - General Meeting
16 - Friday, 6:00 pm - Run Night for Active and Associate Members
17 - Saturday, 1:00 pm - Run Day for Junior Members
18 - Sunday - Board Meeting

June
7- Saturday, 11:00 am (EDT) - CAMRC Picnic at
  Eagle Point Railroad near Dunlap, TN
  Directions and a map will be available on the web site.
20-21 - Friday & Saturday - Crossville Depot Days (not confi rmed)
20 - Friday - Run Night for Active and Associate Members
21 - Saturday - Run Day for Junior Members

What is your specialty?
We like clinics. Share your
knowledge with our members.

Got a layout?
Th en, show it off !
Contact Jude Foxall at:

423- 847-0711 or
jfoxall@comcast.net.

Other dates of interest
March 8 & 9, 2008, 10 - 4 pm, Marietta, GA
 Th e Model Train Show 2008, Cobb County Civic Center
 548 S Marietta Parkway, Marietta, GA
 Info: www.piedmont-div.org/trainshow

May 22 - 25, 2008
 Lake Junaluska, NC SER Convention
 Th e division web site is www.landofskydiv.org
 Registration form: www.ser-nmra.org/pdf/2008registration.pdf

Here’s what the steel 
mill looks like now that 
Larry Jones has spent 
time “cleaning up” 
the site and installing 
lighting and special 
effects circuitry provided 
by Karl.
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