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Welcome
New Members

Charlie Bastnagel
Mike Blake
Dave Broadway
Bob Epley
Scott Miller
Calvin Pichot

From the Editor

What kind of club are we? We’ve had many club activities recently and more 
are planned. We also have a lot of layout maintenance occuring at the Choo-

Choo but unfortunately it has been only a handful of the same people doing much of 
the upkeep. With 63 eligible members on the roster, a few more of you sharing your 
talents would be very benefi cial.

Th ere are Th ursday night work sessions beginning at 6 and Friday morning at 11. 
Some of the work is simple, some complex.  Some requires two people, much can be 
done alone. In the near future, the layout’s equipment will be inventoried and help will 
be needed for that also.

Between August 21 and 25, the National Railway Historical Society is holding its 
convention at the Choo-Choo and we expect to have many visitors, many more than 
one person can handle. Th erefore, we are looking for volunteers to spend time at the 
Choo-Choo during this time period answering questions and generally keeping an eye 
out to help the visitors, plus run trains. It would be nice to split the day into two 5 hour 
shifts with at least two members on each shift but any help any time is welcome.

With all this going on, your editor will be the taker of volunteer’s names. Send an 
e-mail to anemrr@ejpj.com telling me when you can help during August 21 and 25.

Th e club has many activities that are free of charge to the members. Th is is 
something that is virtually unheard of with model railroad clubs. Most charge a $25 
to $50 or more per month membership fee and there are no freebies. Contact me at 
anemrr@ejpj.com letting me know when you will help. Th anks.

Now Th at’s a Gift!

When Santa brings trains, the cab neatly fi ts under the tree. When Metro-North 
gave an engine, it barely fi t onto a 48-foot fl atbed truck! Th e engine in question 

is a 55-foot, 100 ton FL-9 diesel locomotive number 2021, that was donated to the Maria 
Fareri Children’s Hospital at the Westchester 
Medical Center in Valhalla, NY. Th e locomotive 
serves as an integral part of a building which opened 
in 2003.

Th e idea of donating the FL-9 originated in 
response to a request by the Westchester Medical 
Center for train related items to decorate its 
planned children’s wing. As luck would have it, 
some FL-9s had been made obsolete.

To prep the 1957-built locomotive, mechanical employees at North White Plains 
started to strip, sand, weld and paint the FL-9 in June, 2000. In all, it is estimated that 
about 30,000 man hours were spent on getting the locomotive into tiptop shape.

Once the FL-9 arrived at the hospital site, it was placed onto specially assembled 
tracks made by a group of Track & Structures employees.
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President’s Report - Karl Shaff er

We Keep Growing – We Are So Fortunate

We added new members again since our March 
newsletter and our roster is up to 76 members: 

38 Active, 25 Associate, and 13 Junior. Welcome to Scott 
& Rebecca Miller from Ooltewah; Bob & Lisa Epley from 
Hendersonville, TN; David Broadway from near Nashville 
and Mike & Vi Blake from Flintstone, GA. We haven’t seen 
much of Mike, yet because of some health hurdles he has 
been getting over, but we look forward to his quick recovery. 
Welcome also to Charlie & Charlotte Bastnagel, and to 
Calvin Pichot (Hal Crossland’s other grandson), all from the 
Harrison Bay area, who joined us during the CAMRC picnic.

Congratulations to Bob Clark on promotion to Active 
Member. Bob has proven to be a very skilled, knowledgeable, 
and helpful member. We really appreciate all you have done 
already for the Choo-Choo layout, the club picnic and the 
modules at Crossville.

Part of what keeps us growing and keeps members 
coming back are Club activities, such as clinics and layout 
tours. If you have a unique skill, know some interesting 
railroad history, or took a photographic railroad tour, how 
about off ering to do a clinic for one of our meetings. We 
will help you with preparations, if you wish. Or, if you have 
or know of a home layout that we might like to tour, let 
us know, and we can work out a time and even help with 
arrangements. I recently got to see Matthew Young’s layout 
and was impressed with the many unique features it had 
(incline railway, moving parade, auto-reversing point-to-point 
trolley, hang gliders, mountain climbers, etc.) – what a wealth 
of good ideas, and so beautifully implemented!

You know, I have said many times that the Chattanooga 
Area Model Railroad Club is the best bargain in 
Chattanooga, but I think I can extend that to the best 
bargain in model railroading! Where else can you enjoy 
so many opportunities to learn, try out now skills, fi nd 
interesting new friends, play on a world-scale layout, 
build a module, have a social life, and eat so well for so 
little? NOWHERE! All you have to do is READ your 
NEWSLETTER and SHOW UP!

We are a very fortunate club in many ways, one of which is 
our arrangement with the Choo-Choo Hotel and the Model 
Railroad Museum, which provides us a great place to operate 
trains and an income. We are also very fortunate to have Jerry 
& Betsye Holmes who have graciously invited the club to take 
a cruise on their beautiful yacht this August. Th ank you Choo-
Choo, Jerry & Betsy, and every other club member who has 
contributed to making this club the success that it is!

Norfolk Southern F Units

Seen in Kentucky on April 27, the NS 
Kentucky Derby Special makes an impres-
sive site. Th e second A unit was still in the 
shop at Altoona when these photos were 
taken.

Courtesy TrainOrders.com

http://www.trainorders.com
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Recent Activities

The Dalton Crossing Train Watching Day on May 5 was good, if you got there by 8:30 instead of 10:00 
as scheduled. Th e weather cooperated; the trains did not. Between 8:30 and 10:00 there were several 

trains but the traffi  c came to a 
virtual stop after 10:00 except for a 
switching job and the MOW that 
left there to head to Ringgold to be 
set on the siding at the Ringgold 
Depot. What held up the regular 
traffi  c was work going on south of 
the diamond. Much later that day, 
traffi  c fl owed again at a fast pace. 
We had a great time talking with 
one another and having lunch.

At the monthly meeting on May 6, several topics were discussed, one being the club web site. Have you 
visited the site lately? Dale has done a great job of updating the site and giving it a new look. Check it out at 
www.camrc.org. Ben Bedford gave a presentation on “Simplifying DCC.” He discussed several systems focusing 
on Digitrax and the various items available.

Th e NMRA Southeastern Region Convention was held in 
Cartersville, GA from May 18 to 20. Th ere were several interesting 
clinics, a few dealers were in attendance selling their wares and 
the weather was great for train watching. Leslie Eaton, a NASA 
engineer and Master Model Railroader, had a most interesting pair 
of clinics, one about using cosmetic tools and products for modeling, 
and the other on assembling a lighting circuit she designed. She also 

gave the keynote speech at the banquet 
about growing up in the hobby with her 
father.

A few layouts were open for viewing, 
but the distances between them made 
for a lot of driving. Philo Hutcheson 
had a beautifully completed layout 
with everything from seaside to mountains and nicely detailed buildings and railroad 
– a real jewel to see. Th e prototype tour of Plant Bowen, 
Southern Company’s second largest coal-fi red electric power 
generating facility was a real experience. We watched a 91 
car unit-coal-train get dumped in 20 minutes, then saw the 
conveyor belts whisk the coal up to the furnaces. We then 
proceeded inside to see the furnaces and generators. 

NMRA membership may seem a little expensive, but the 
regional and national conventions are experiences that you 

will long cherish for what you learn and the people you meet. 
Th e annual CAMRC picnic was held at Eagle Point Railroad near Dunlap, TN 

on June 9. Although the weather was very hot, this ideal location with the abundant 
trees made it very comfortable. Th e train rides were plentiful and so was the food. 
Th anks to our hosts, the Chattanooga Society of Model Engineers, for the great 
location, and to Pat & Karl Shaff er for setting up the fi ne lunch. Th anks to Bob 
Clark and Dale Bryant for help with beverages, ice, and eating paraphernalia. 

Th e MOW train in Dalton
Did you say overheated?

Ben, Jude and Bob asking, “When’s lunch?

Chip says “Can’t do
this with HO.”

What???

http://www.camrc.org
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Th e motive power used to pull the trains was very impressive, 
especially the steam engine, yes a real steam engine. Some of 
the other power employs battery powered motors and small gas 
engines. Th ere’s quite a variety of rolling stock at the site.

Th e track construction is extremely interesting. Much is laid on 
the ground as you would expect and there are several trestles on the 
run. Th e main has several passing sidings allowing for meets. Plans 
call for adding another 2,500 feet of rail in the future. Th e right of 
way has been surveyed. You see turnouts along the run presently 
going nowhere but these are for members who are moving into 
the area. Th e plans are to run a siding to their respective properties. 
Nothing like taking the train to work, er make that play?

Th e HO modular group ventured to Crossville, TN for the 
annual “Depot Days” on June 15 & 16. For details, check out Scott Denson’s “Modules at Crossville Depot Days.” 

CAMRC Events for July and August
Sunday, July 15, 2pm - CAMRC meeting and clinic at the clubhouse  - Jude Foxall on Radius, Grades, and 

Transitions of track layout planning. Th ere will be a separate clinic for junior members, details later by e-mail.

Friday, July 20, 6pm - Run Night at the Choo-Choo - Our fi rst two loops were brought up on our new 
DCC equipment for our June run. Hopefully, we will be further along by this run. Other loops are available for 
DC operations. As always, pizza and soda will be available. Bring your favorite engines and rolling stock, and 
run it on the big Choo-Choo layout. Remember to clearly mark your equipment so you can easily identify it. 

Sunday, July 22, 1pm - CAMRC Board of Directors will meet at Pain Management & Rehabilitation, 5211 
Hwy 153 in Hixson (on west side near Hamill Road) at John Ramatowski’s invitation. Th e subjects will be the 
club’s Bylaws and other issues.

Friday to Sunday, July 27-29 - Modules at Smoke Rise at Stone Mountain, GA. Set up time is 12 noon on 

Friday; take down time 4 pm on Sunday. Read “Smoke Rise Modular Show” for details.

Friday, August 10, 6pm - Run Night at the Choo-Choo - Both DCC and analog operating areas available. 
Bring your favorite engines and rolling stock and see it run on the big Choo-Choo layout. Bring your favorite 
engines and rolling stock, and run it on the big Choo-Choo layout. Remember to clearly mark your equipment 
so you can easily identify it.

Saturday, August 18, 1pm to 5pm - CAMRC Cruise aboard the Betsye (At least 21 years of age only). 
Reservations must be in to Karl Shaff er, Shaff erkr@aol.com, by 12 noon, August 15. Th is is a chance to try out 
your sea legs and enjoy the high life aboard Jerry & Betsye Holmes’ latest yacht. Come to the Chattanooga 
Yacht Club, 9400 North Hickory Valley Road off  Hwy 58 and you will easily see “Th e Betsye.”  Please be at the 
dock between 1 and 1:15 pm to provide time to settle-in before launch at 1:30 pm for an approximate 3-hour 
cruise up the Tennessee River and back.

You must wear sneakers, deck or tennis shoes so as not to scuff  the decks. Also, hat, shades and sunblock 
are recommended. Bring a swim suit and towel if you want to take a dip in the river. Substantial snacks will be 
served. Th e club will supply soft drinks and ice – we need a couple volunteers to help. Th anks in advance to Jerry 
& Betsye, our quintessential hosts!

Tuesday to Saturday, August 21-25 - National Railway Historical Society convention at the Choo-Choo.
Although this is not our event, Bob Swanner will be at the Choo-Choo that week to run his big steam and long 
trains. We are asking club members to commit some time during the week to serve as hosts at the layout to 
answer questions for visitors. A sign-up sheet will be provided the prior week to help schedule coverage or you 
can contact Ed Juaire at anemrr@ejpj.com. Th anks for your help.

Sunday, August 26, 2pm - CAMRC Board of Directors will meet at the Clubhouse

Look Ma, no hands!

mailto:Shafferkr@aol.com
mailto:anemrr@ejpj.com
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Modules at Crossville Depot Days
By Scott Denson, HO module chairman

The weekend of June 15 & 16 we took the modules up to Crossville for their annual Depot Days Festival.  
Th is year we had several of our members that were able to make the trip to set up the modules, run the 

trains, and help in taking them down.
I would fi rst thank all of those that helped over the weekend.  On both 

Friday and Saturday several members of the Crossville Model Railroad Club 
helped us set up and run.  Th anks all who helped.  In addition, we had our own 

crew that consisted of Dale 
Bryant, Th eresa, Nick and 
Katie Bryant, Bob Clark, 
Mike Ferry (yes, Mike 
is one of our members 
too), Ed Juaire, John 
Ramatowski, Bob Steen, 
and myself, Scott Denson.

Friday afternoon we 
set up the modules and 
we took some time to visit 
Hobo Hobbies since the 

main activity was not near the depot. 
On Saturday we had quite a few people stop by and 

watch the trains running.  Operating the trains on Saturday 
were Dale, John, Ed, and myself.  During the day members 
of the Crossville MRC, Mike, Rick, and Rick’s wife, stopped 
by and operated the trains so that we could run over to see 
the Crossville club’s layouts.  With only a few mishaps (short 
circuits), we had a great day of running trains and talking to 
the public! Th ey were really impressed seeing multiple trains 

running on the same tracks at the same time. We 
operated with the DCC system on all rails.

If I left anyone’s name off  the list, I defi nitely 
didn’t mean to.  Again, thanks to all of you that 
helped out during the weekend.  Without you,  
we could not have had such a great show.

Th anks!

Do you know of a model railroad we can feature?
Send the contact information to CSNews@camrc.org.

mailto:CSNews@camrc.org
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Smoke Rise Modular Show
By Scott Denson, HO Modular Chairman

Once again our modular group has been invited to participate at the Smoke Rise Modular Train Show 
the weekend of July 27th - 29th which is held in the Smoke Rise Baptist Church gymnasium in Stone 

Mountain, GA. Th e church is located at 5901 Hugh Howell Rd., Stone Mountain, GA, just north of U.S. 78 
(Stone Mtn. Pkwy.). Th e show is hosted by the Atlanta Interlocking Group and North Georgia Modurail. For 
those that have never been, this show is fantastic!

Th is setup is not your typical modular show. It takes up an entire gymnasium and has over 400 feet of 
modules with tracks crossing over themselves several times, several yards, reversing loops and wyes, plus 
unbelievable scenery! Most of the modules are double tracked, but there are a few that are single tracked. Th is 
large setup usually requires a dispatcher controlling the many trains running, which makes operations very 
interesting. Because of the heavy traffi  c (sometimes up to 20-25 trains at once!), it can take up to 45 minutes to 
an hour or more to get around the entire layout.

While I don’t know the layout design (that is up to one of the Atlanta groups), I have been told that we 
will have our modules set up when you fi rst enter the gym. Th is will put us in a prime location to showcase the 
CAMRC. While the mainline is strictly DCC, we often have our branchline operating on DC. Th is enables 
anyone who does not have a DCC locomotive to run.We have occasionally had some of the other groups run on 
our branchline to check out some of their engines.

As usual, we are asking that anyone who can come down and help us set up on Friday or with the take down on 
Sunday afternoon. Set up is scheduled to begin at noon on Friday and to be up and running before 6 p.m. Friday 
night is closed to the public since there is an operating 
session until the wee hours of the morning.Sometimes this 
does turn into a debugging session as well.

On Saturday the doors usually open to the public at 
9 a.m. and operate until 5 or 6 p.m. After the doors are 
closed, some get a quick bite to eat and have another 
operating session that night.

Sunday morning we arrive around 10 or 10:30. Since 
church services are in process, we do not operate the 
trains. As church lets out, we are inundated by members 
coming through the gym. In addition, the general public 
again comes in to view the layout. We run until around 
5 p.m. and then begin to break everything down. Th is 
normally takes around two or three hours including 
loading the modules in the trailer.

Again I would ask that if anyone is able to come 
down to help, please do. It really makes for a much easier 
and quicker set up and take down. Listed below are the 
tentative times for the weekend however most times may 
be subject to last minute changes.

Friday, July 27 - Set up begins at noon (defi nite), 
running until we are completed.

Saturday, July 28 - Doors open to the public 
approximately 9 until 6.

Sunday, July 29 - Have trains ready to run around 
11:30 until approximately 5. At 5 we begin taking down 
the modules.

See you there.

A Rare Treat
On Friday, May 11, those of us at the Choo-

Choo were treated to a passenger train backing onto 
the track next to the parking lot.

Th e City of Cincinnati owns the line between 
Cincinnati, and Chattanooga.  Th is was an 
inspection trip for those that are involved with the 
city and the Cincinnati Southern Railway. Th e train 
makeup consisted of a number private cars from the 
Cincinnati area and from around the U.S. 

A majority of the riders were City of Cincinnati 
elected offi  cials including Council members, their 
guests, various city employees, the Cincinnati 
Southern Railway Trustees, the private car owners 
and a few employees.
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Chattanooga Area Model Railroad 
Club Offi  cers and Board Members

President
Karl Shaff er (423) 344-7505
 shaff erkr@aol.com

Vice President
Scott Denson (706) 270-3819
 scott.denson@camrc.org

Treasurer
Jude Foxall (423) 847-0711
 jfoxall@comcast.net

Secretary
John Ramatowski (423) 629-7772
 johneram@yahoo.com

Directors - 2008
Paul Lemke (423) 847-6477
 paul.lemke@camrc.org

Hal Crossland (423) 344-0697
 hcrossland39@comcast.net

Directors - 2009
Ben Bedford (423) 490-0241
 ben098570@comcast.net

Mark Parks (423) 326-0839
 mparks8192@yahoo.com

Newsletter
Ed Juaire (706) 935-5605
 CSNews@camrc.org

If you have any questions about 
the club, please feel free to contact 
any of these gentlemen.

Our motto is “Railroading is 
fun,” so if you have suggestions about 
club activities that you think we 
would all enjoy, please let us know.

CAMRC CALENDAR
 --- Reserve these dates!

July

 15, 2 pm - Regular Meeting at the Clubhouse
 20, 6 pm - Run Night at the Choo-Choo
 22, 1 pm - Board Meeting
 27-29 - Modules at Smoke Rise (Stone Mountain, GA)

August
 10, 6 pm - Run Night at the Choo-Choo
 18, 1 pm - Cruise aboard the Betsye (adults only)
 26, 2 pm - Board Meeting at the Clubhouse

September
 9, 2 pm - Regular Meeting at the Clubhouse
 23, 2 pm - Board Meeting at the Clubhouse
 28-30 - Modules at Hamilton County Fair in
  Chester Frost Park, Hixson, TN

October
 14, 2 pm - Regular Meeting the Clubhouse - Dues are due

November
 11, 2 pm - Regular Meeting the Clubhouse
 18, 2 pm - Board Meeting at the Clubhouse

December
 9, 1 pm - CAMRC Holiday Party at TVRM

Other dates of interest
July 22-28
 2007 NMRA Convention, Warren, MI
 www.nmra.org/2007

August 21- 25
 National Railway Historical Society
 Chattanooga, TN Convention
 Chattanooga Rails 2007
 www.chattrails.com
May 22 - 25, 2008
 Lake Junaluska, NC SER Convention
 Th e division web site is www.landofskydiv.org
 Registration form: www.ser-nmra.org/pdf/2008registration.pdfWhat is your specialty?

We need clinics. Share 
your knowledge with our 
members.

Got a layout?
Th en, show it off !

Contact Karl Shaff er at 
(423) 344-7505.

For those who received a copy via e-mail, text in red denotes 
either a link to e-mail, web site or a jump to text.

You can click on the text and your e-mail or browser
should open. Click on a logo for web site access.
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