


President’s Message - Karl Shaffer

irst, I want to thank our members who have helped so much in

making the club function and in supporting our work in refurbishing
the Museum layout. The Club is only as strong as the combined efforts of its
members and it really needs everyone to contribute in one way or another.

In particular, I want to thank: Ed Juaire for taking over and doing such
a fantastic job with the newsletter (never saw hot links in a newsletter
before — wow!) and for his help at the Museum; Jude Foxall for taking the
treasury post, managing the DCC committee and coordinating the orders,
and for chairing the Thursday evening work sessions at the Museum; Scott
Denson for coordinating and promoting the module group, filling in for
me and the secretary in our absences, planning and leading a railfan event,
and many other helps; Joe Stapleton for presenting a clinic and his scenic
artistry at the Museum; Mark Parks for taking charge of a section of the
Museum layout and creating a beautiful industrial park, and for his help
on the Board; Payton Hayes for his fountain of ideas and creativity on the
Museum, for his work with the junior members, and being such a help
with club events; Hal Crossland for his enthusiasm and taking the point
on making the Museum an operating layout again; Larry Jones, Scott Gay,
Bob Clark, Marvin Sparks, Bob Swanner, Ben Bedford, and others for
your continuing efforts to improve the Museum and the Club.

It is your inspiration and leadership that makes CAMRC the dynamic
and fun organization it is today.

We keep the dues low so that the club is accessible to everyone with
an interest in the hobby of model railroading. However, with that, there
comes another responsibility. That responsibility is participation in club
events and supporting the club by doing a clinic, hosting a home layout
tour, leading a railfan event, working on the Museum, serving on the
board, or in some other way contributing to the welfare of the Club.

'The financing of Club events comes from our work on the Model Railroad
Museum at the Choo-Choo. Not everyone can do that, but there are other
ways of contributing to the success of the Club. Come to meetings, get to know
the other members, offer to help with something: Taking attendance, drawing
a number for the door prize, arranging furniture ahead of the meeting, bringing
snacks, giving a clinic, leading a railfan event, calling people to remind them of
meetings, cleaning up after, et cetera. Be an active member of your Club!

Big thanks to the Choo-Choo for a wonderful banquet. We had 76
reservations, but only 64 people showed up. I was really disappointed that
we couldn't do better at forecasting our attendance. We ended up with
some half-empty tables and the Choo-Choo had to throw away a lot of
expensive food. Not good!

And You Thought You Were
Having a Bad Day!

These photos are of a Canadian
National accident on January 4,
2007 caused by a landslide.

The engineer and conductor
suffered only minor injuries follow-
ing the 200 foot plunge of the lead
engine to the riverbank.

Courtesy of www. TrainOrders.com

We elected 6 members to the Board (see listing on page 7) and we recognized 21 members for their good
work on the Museum with a new CAMRC hat. We also recognized the past Board members. Thanks to all
of these members for their dedication and service. Also, a big “Thank You” goes to Andy Morrison for his
presentation on the live-steam Eagle Point Railroad near Dunlap, TN. Based on a recent poll of the club, we are

making arrangements to hold our Annual Picnic there on June 9.

Michael Griffenstein sends his regrets for having to cancel his weathering clinic due to illness. We’ll take a
rain check and wish “Griff” good luck in his move to a new military assignment.
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Information on C.A.M.R.C.’s Modular Group - Scott Denson

his is just a short article to let all members of the C.A.M.R.C. know that the modular group
is open to everyone and membership is FREE! All we ask is that you come out to some of our
shows occasionally and help out a little, and then have a lot of fun.

There is a common misconception that there is a $25. per month dues, but in truth there are no
dues except the standard annual dues for the club. Owning a module is not a requirement to come or
to operate with us, but we do ask that anyone who can, come out and give us a hand setting up and/or
taking down the modules. I know that I did not own a module for several years, yet I participated with
the group for most of the shows during that time. The only time that I didn’t participate was when my
schedule prevented me from attending those shows.

If you would like to go all the way and build a module (or more), we would certainly welcome any
and all new modular owners. If anyone does not feel like they could build their own module, we would
be more than happy to help you with any problem that you might have. We've helped each other out
on everything from building the basic module, to track design and installation, to help with the scenery.
Again, I should know, I was helped out by several members over the years (even lately) with numerous
aspects of the building process. For all of the help that all of you gave me, I am truly grateful.

By the way, for our first outing of the year, we are taking the modules to Crossville, TN for the
Crossville Depot Days Festival, June 15-16. As usual, we would really appreciate any and all help that
we can get during this show. At present we plan to start setting up around 12:00 CDT on Friday, the
15%, and run that evening and all day on Saturday, the 16®, with take-down on Saturday evening. As an
added perk, the Crossville Club usually provides us with tickets to the “Taste of Crossville” for supper.
Right now the final time schedule hasn’t been confirmed, but as soon as it is, I'll let everyone know.

If anyone would like any more information, you can call me on my cell phone at 706-270-3819 or at
my e-mail address, scott.denson@camrc.org. You can also contact Dale Bryant at livewire@fbright.com

or 423-991-5243.

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the C.A.M.R.C.
March 24,2007

he meeting was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by President Karl Shafter. Karl recognized officers and
members of the 2006-2007 Board of Directors. Those in attendance were Karl Shaffer, president; Scott
Denson, vice president; Dale Bryant, treasurer, Paul Lemke, director; and Bob Swanner, director.

Gerry Holmes then read the names nominated for officers and members of the 2007-2008 Board of
Directors. They were as follows: President: Karl Shaffer; Vice President: Scott Denson; Treasurer: Jude Foxall;
Secretary: John Ramatowski; New Board Members: Ben Bedford and Mark Parks; Current Board Members
(not up for re-election): Paul Lemke and Bob Swanner. Ed Juaire moved and Charles Dubois seconded that the
slate of nominees be accepted by acclamation. This was passed unanimously.

At this point Karl Shaffer then showed the members the new shirts and jackets that would be available for
sale by the club.

Karl then recognized the following workers for all that they had done on the layout at the Choo-Choo and
presented them with a club cap: Kerri Douglas, Keith Douglas, Tristan Gay, Roland Pichot, Marvin Sparks,
Terry Lawrence, Scott Gay, Tim Walker, Mark Parks, Ed Juaire, Larry Jones, Charles Dubois, Hal Crossland,
Bob Swanner and Chris Dotye. Not present, but recognized were: Payton Hayes, Joe Stapleton, John Hunt, Joel
Hunt and Russ Huntley.

Scott Denson moved, John Watson seconded that the meeting be adjourned. This passed unanimously at 8:17 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Scott Denson

Vice President acting as Secretary
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CAMRC Coming Events

Karl Shaffer
Saturday , May 5, 10 am - Fourth Annual Dalton Crossing Train Watching Day - This is where the CSX
and the NS main lines cross in downtown Dalton at the old Southern Railway freight depot on Cuyler Street.
Join the North Georgia ModuRail, CAMRC and other interested railfans in watching merchandise freights,
unit coal trains, Triple Crown trains, empty hopper trains, intermodal trains and auto rack trains. These trains
have power from CSX, NS, UP, BNSF and other locomotives on this busy route. Come for a day of fun.

Sunday, May 6, 2 pm - CAMRC Meeting and Clinic at the Clubhouse - 7he Board has called for an election
to fill the open Director position vacated by Bob Swanner. For those of you who are still trying to figure it out, or
having implementation problems, Ben Bedford will help with his clinic and presentation on Simplifying DCC.

Friday, May 11, 6 pm - Choo-Choo Run Night - I don’t know how much the Track Crew will have
completed by then, in terms of turning the layout into an operating layout and DCC implementation, but come
for an evening of fun anyway and check out the latest developments on the Museum layout. We now have 16
people coming on a regular basis, plus others, to work on the layout, so improvements and new features will be
appearing at a rapid pace.

Friday to Sunday, May 18 - 20 - Southeastern Region of the NMRA Convention at the Komatsu
Training Facility in Cartersville, GA. You must be an NMRA member and register to participate, except for any
associated train show which is usually open to the public. NMRA headquarters is on Cromwell Road here in
Chattanooga, so it isn't too late to join up and get in on the fun!

Sunday, June 3, 2 pm, - CAMRC Board Meeting at the Clubhouse

Saturday, June 9,11 am to 5 pm EDT, or 10 am to 4 pm CDT, Saturday - CAMRC Picnic at Eagle Point
Railroad near Dunlap, TN - It takes 1-% hours to get there so start early. From Chattanooga area, take Hwy 27
north to Hwy 111 north to Hwy 127 south to right onto Fredonia Mountain Road (just past the rescue squad
on your right). Follow Fredonia Mtn Rd past cemetery on right and look for John H. Lewis road on left (sign
with fire truck on right). If you pass a fire house on your right, you just missed it! Follow John H. Lewis to Y,
bear right at Y (follow road with yellow line), continue following road with yellow line until you see the gravel
parking lot and railroad on your left. Yellow line ends before reaching the EPRR and the road goes into a steep
downgrade near the end, so be careful. Park in the gravel lot.

Bring drinking water, Family Radio System transceivers (if you have them), bug spray and weather-
appropriate old clothing. The steam engines throw some soot, so if you ride behind one of them, you may get a
little sooty. Control your small children and please do not walk on track turnouts. Meat, bread, drinks, plates and
eating utensils will be provided by the club, but bring a dish to share like salad or dessert.

Friday to Saturday, June 15 - 16, - CAMRC Modules at Crossville Fair. Setup on June 15,1 pm EDT
or 12 noon CDT (approximately) begin set up in the old Crossville train depot. Take-down will start at 6 pm
EDT or 5 pm CDT. For further information, call Scott Denson, our Module Group Coordinator. All members
are welcome to join us on Module Group outings and we appreciate any help we can get for set-up and take-

down. If you have an interest in building some modules of your own, again, contact Scott. Specifications for HO
modules are on the CAMRC website.

Friday, June 22, 6 pm, - Choo-Choo Run Night - Come out for an evening of fun and run your trains on
the refurbished Museum layout. Some of the layout should be ready for DCC operating sessions by this date.
Other tracks will still be available for DC analog loop running.
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More Club News

n March 25,2007 the Board met and at that meeting held a discussion regarding purchasing Digitrax

DCC equipment. Jude Foxall and Hall Crossland discussed the plans for the implementation of DCC
at the Choo Choo layout. Following the presentation and after answering several questions, the Board voted to
approve the equipment purchase.

At present four loops would be converted to operate on DC

or DCC. They are the Central of Georgia, L. & N, Southern
A and Southern B. Citigo yard would be brought on-line and
eventually the passenger terminals. The Central of Georgia will
be the first loop converted, with two passing sidings added to
allow for bi-directional operation. Interlocks will be added to
allow traffic to move between loops. This entire upgrade could
take well over a year to accomplish. At all times, the layout
must remain operational for the normal viewing during the
daytime.

Joe Stapelton adds finishing touches
to the new industrial area.

S TR - 'The April 15 club meeting program had
i l"'i. d"n;fl'ﬂﬁ_ﬂ:ﬂlﬁﬂ L e * to be altered as Michael Griffenstein was ill.

o S = i : ”“““ T Karl reviewed various ideas, some old and some
& . e TIZI! ""! 'S new, for improvements to the Choo Choo
¥ i

' -4 rwm layout. There are many, many opportunities
- for you to help and show oft your modeling

skills. Contact Karl, discuss what’s on the list
and let him know how you would like to help.
Remember, this is our layout to use and it will
be only as good as we make it.

Scott discussed upcoming events for the
HO modular group. This is a small group and they are looking for others to join in with them. Once again, you
can put your modeling skills to good use and have fun at the same time.

Here’s a portion of the rebuilt trolley scene.
New lighting has been added and several buildings refurbished.
But there still is a building on fire. See the smoke rising?

"Dalton Crossing”

Train Watching Day

Saturday - May 5, 2007

Times change. Where the turntable and roundhouse 10:00am ‘til.....
once existed, a new industrial park has been built.
Mark Parks has spearheaded this renovation.
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Don Irace from Scituate, Rl models the Providence and Worcester Railroad. He is rebuilding Worcester yard to
approximate it’s actual operation (left and right photos). Don has operating sessions every Thursday night run-
ning an average of 11 to 14 trains featuring several switching jobs. The railroad utilizes two dispatchers control-
ling all the traffic. For more information about the P&W MRR, visit his web site at www.trainweb.org/pwmrr.
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transports several modules for the group in his trailer. All modules are extremely light weight and fully sceniced.

Do you know of a model railroad we can feature, send the information to CSNews@camrc.org.
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Chattanooga Area Model Railroad
Club Officers and Board Members

President

Karl Shaffer (423) 344-7505
shafferkr@aol.com

Vice President

Scott Denson (706) 270-3819

scott.denson@camrc.org

Secretary
John Ramatowski (423) 629-7772

johneram@yahoo.com

Treasurer

Jude Foxall (423) 847-0711

jfoxall@comcast.net

Newsletter
Ed Juaire (706) 935-5605

CSNews@camrc.org

Directors - 2009
Ben Bedford (423) 490-0241
ben098570@comcast.net

Mark Parks (423) 326-0839
mparks8192@yahoo.com

If you have any questions about
the club, please feel free to contact
any of these gentlemen.

Our motto is “Railroading is
fun,” so if you have suggestions about
club activities that you think we
would all enjoy, please let us know.

What is your specialty?
We need clinics. Share
your knowledge with our

members.

Got a layout?
Then, show it off!

Contact Karl Shaffer at
(423) 344-7505.

C.A.M.R.C. CALENDAR

--- Reserwve these dates!

May 6,2 pm - Regular Meeting at Clubhouse
May 18-20 - SER Convention - Atlanta, GA
June 3,2 pm - Board Meeting at Clubhouse
June 9,10 am EDT - CAMRC Picnic at
Eagle Point Railroad near Dunlap, TN
June 15-17 - Modules at Crossville Fair
July 15,2 pm - Regular Meeting at Choo-Choo
July 22,2 pm - Board Meeting at Clubhouse
July 27-29 - Modules at Smokerise (Stone Mtn, GA)
October 12,2 pm - Regular Meeting at Choo-Choo
September 9, 2 pm - Regular Meeting at Clubhouse
September 23,2 pm - Board Meeting at Clubhouse
September 28-30 - Modules at Hamilton County
Fair in Chester Frost Park, Hixson, TN
October 14,2 pm - Regular Meeting Clubhouse
Dues are due
November 11,2 pm - Regular Meeting Clubhouse
November 18, 2 pm - Board Meeting at Clubhouse
December 9,1 pm - CAMRC Holiday Party at TVRM

Other dates of interest
May 5
“Dalton Crossing” Train Watching Day
10:00 AM ’til... At the Southern Railway Freight
Depot, Cuyler Street, Dalton.
May 18-20
SER Convention, Cartersville, GA
www.piedmont-div.org/ser2007
July 22-28
2007 NMRA Convention, Warren, M1
www.nmra.org/2007
August 21- 25
National Railway Historical Society
Chattanooga, TN Convention
Chattanooga Rails 2007

www.chattrails.com

For those who received a copy via e-mail, text in red denotes either a link to e-mail or web site.
You can click on the text and your e-mail or browser should open.
Click on a logo for web site access.
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